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Tve destruction of the tropical rain forest and tropical humid forests in gen-

eral, in which most species of land animals now live. This is a worldwide
threat that could seriously endanger as much as one-quarter of all land
species, if not all life on earth.

Aerlai dusling of pesticidas, Califom!
mant r~-*asents & growing threat to

THE STATUS OF WILDLIFE CONSERVATION At

The growing spread of deserts inio the drier lands of the world, and lato

regions that were not so dry. This is bringing the elimination of a broad
category of animal and plant species and is of the most serious conse-
quence for human survival.

The widespread use of chemical substances for the control of animals snd
plasts considered to be “pests,” and tbe accidental or deliberate refease of
numerous other chemical substances, organic and inorgasic, radioactive and
otherwise, into the biosphere. It is virtally impossible to keep up with the
toxic substances, or potential toxins, now being released into the environ-
ment; it is even more difficult to measure their damage. These substances
may have global effects—including destruction of the ozone screen of the
atmosphere that now protects us from severe ultraviolet radiation, and
atic changes that can only be unfavorable to most existing forms of
e—as well as more direct effects on the immediate survival of a wide
range of species, We do not know what the effects will be. Perhaps if the
process continues we will discover too late to do anything about it.

One who is concerned with wildlife biology and management
is now involved with a process. that includes much of human ac-
tivity as well as the “natural” behavior of wild populations. There
once was a time when those who were “fed up” with their fellow
humans and their activities could go out and study wild animals,
or thought that they could. In reality this was an illusion and they
inevitably were caught up in buman affairs. Now it is inescapable
that they must get totally involved in the political, social, and
economic life of their fellow humans.




