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VALUES OF WILDLIFE RESOURCES
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Basic Principles

1. Wildlife resources in the United States are owned by the people, held in Trust for us by
our elected representatives. . . As owners of these resources we have a responsibility for
their conservation ("wise use" - Theodore Roosevelt). Therefore, we have government
wildlife agencies to manage these resources on our behalf.

2. Wildlife resources are renewable. They reproduce periodically, and only a few survive
natural limiting factors such as disease and predation.

3. Therefore, wildlife resources produce an annual surplus which in some situations and
for some species may comprise an allowable harvest.

4. Wildlife resources cammot be stockpiled. Any given habitat has a carrying capacity of
only so many animals and no more without harm to the population. If habitat is altered,
carrying capacity changes accordingly.

5. Losses of habitat are synonymous with losses of wildlife. Utbanization or other
irretrievable commitments of our landscapes have many unrecognized costs.

6. Losses of habitats should be a matter of public responsibility, since loss of productive
natural landscapes are synonymous with losses of wildlife.

7. Responsibility demands stewardship of natural resources, a fandamental principle in
most of the world's religions. Judaeo-Christian traditions, repeated frequently in the
scriptures (Bible), call for stewardship of plants and animals (see Genesis, Chapter 1.).

8. Wildlife resources have many values. Wildlife stewards must know wildlife values in
order to recognize and protect them through conservation.

9. Wildlife Conservation requires planning, implementation, communication/education,
enforcement and funding. Planning is a process of identifying goals and implementing
them through management plans. Activated plans are maintained via education and
enforcement, but are worthless without adequate funding and public support.

10. Wildlife management is process by which conservation plans are implemented to
ensure that wildlife values are perpetuated. Plans for wildlife management may range
from complete protection (preservation), wildlife refuge systems for habitat protection, to
limited use (e.g. regulated trapping and hunting), animal damage control, deliberate
destruction of excessive numbers, or propagation practices such as game farming.
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1. ECONOMIC - costs and benefits gained from direct or indirect use of wildlife resources
A. Utilitarian - vaiues of legally produced or harvested wildlife or their parts (e.g. fur,
feathers, meat, antlers, guano, etc.)
B. Recreational - values associated with or derived from:
1. non consumptive (non-harvest) uses: observing, photographing, enjoying
presence of ...
(costs such as cameras, film processing, motels, travel, field guides)
. 2. consumptive (harvest) uses: hunting, trapping (costs such as training, licenses,
permits, fees, equipment, guns, ammo, dogs, travel, etc).
3. 200s, animal parks, marine aquaria, shows and circuses

1I. ECOLOGICAL - values of services rendered by wildlife

predation - helps control eruptions of prey species (¢.g. insects, rodents)
pollination - essential for better growth and reproduction of flowering plants
scavenging - control of diseases by eating sick and injured (e.g. turkey vulture)
soil aeration - improve soil formation and fertility (e.g. earthworms, moles)
cavity formation- in woody plants, in ground, used as homes by other animals
many others

'URAL - .

social - values accruing to people and communities from presence of wildlife

ethical - wildlife resources only have values to the extent that we recognize them and are
willing to commit ourselves to granting wild species opportunity to share the same earth
traditional - recognized values of wildlife inherited from previous generations, used and
developed, managed, protected and passed along to future generations.

Aesthetic - qualities of often intangible worth ...possessed, demonstrated or evoked by
animals in the human mind. Such values are highly subjective and may vary according to
interpretations of those experiencing them (e.g. soaring eagle, colorful feathers, stature of bull
elk, doe with fawn, etc.). Consensus drives value?

Examples: wildlife paintings, carvings, stamps, decorative objects, taxidermy, photography,
sculpture
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IV. SCIENTIFIC —
Values realized through the study of wild animals to arrive at new knowledge of humans and
other living species in relation to their environment. Many examples in fields of ecology,
medicine, genetics, physiology, population ecology, behavior, ecotoxicology, & neuro-
endocrinology.

V. EDUCATIONAL -
Values of wildlife resources in teaching, in learning, in demonstration activities, and most especially
in the knowledge, insight and experience gained. Tens of thousands of important scientific discoveries
using virtually every aspect of wildlife resources have become a major component of human culture,
knowledge and the cducational process today.

VL NEGATIVE - costs from wildlife damage, or control of damage (e.g. bird damage to food crops, deer
eating shrubs and gardens, squirrels in attic, geese on the golf course, etc.
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